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NEW BEDFORD FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY 


BOARD OF TRUSTEES 


Mayor Brian J. Lawler, Chairman, 
ex-officio 


Mrs. Rose Ferreira, Vice-Chairman 
Mrs. Roberta S. Barnet 
Very Rev. C. S. Bebis 
Miss Bernadette Cayer 
Miss Lorraine Desrosiers 
Dr. James R. Hayden 
Mrs. Mary McC. Maciel 
Dr. Florence L. Mahon* 
Mrs. Constance Mello* 
Mr. Paul Rodrigues 


Laurence H. Solomon, Director 


*Term expired April 1984. 


NEW BEDFORD FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY 


ANNUAL REPORT FISCAL YEAR 1984 


The Library circulated over 400,700 
items, nearly half of which were to adults in 
the community and surrounding towns. 
Children's books accounted for 106,000, for- 
eign books nearly 1400. The Casa da Saudade 
issued 15000 Portuguese language items’ to 
adults and children. 

A substantial percentage of books issued 
went to paperbacks (19%); over 3700 large 
type, and nearly 2000 young adult _ books. 
Audiovisual (records, cassettes, talking books 
and cassettes, slides, etc.) made up nearly 
ere 

We purchased 9955 books during the year 
and were fortunate in receiving approximately 


1000 gifts from kindly folk, including books, 
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records, a theater program, photos, letters, 
postcards, gold leaf and gold bronze. Four of 
the books were given in memory of lost rel- 
atives and friends. 

One thousand dollars was donated by Mrs. 
Sara Delano and Mr. Anthony Gould for the res- 
toration of seven Ashley drawings. 

The Friends also donated substantially to 
the Children's Department and paid $3250 for 
the restoration of 15 paintings in our col- 
lection of nineteenth century art. On behalf 
of the Trustees I am pleased to express their 
gratitude to the Friends and to the staff, 
Phillip Dimor and Paul Cyr, for the extra ef- 
fort needed to frame them handsomely and see 


that they were hung properly. 
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Pauline Bolduc responded to the pressures 
of the changes brought about by the increasing 
level of automation in the ordering, cata- 
loging, and preparation of _ books. The 
additional structures inherent in the amount 
of detail required produced major stresses in 
the Technical Services staff. 

An important step towards automating the 
library's procedures was taken with the plac- 
ing of our English language book holdings into 
the Boston Public Library's database as part 
of its shared cataloging project. We took 
another step forward in contracting for a 
microfilm catalog which will, eventually, al- 
low all four branches, as well as all de- 
partments at central, to have a complete cata- 


log of all the books the library owns. This 
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catalog will also be available to. the 


libraries in the nearby towns and should make 


the interloan processes much easier. Special 
collections - Whaling, Genealogy being the 
principal ones - will be added later on. 


Updates of the catalog are planned on a 
four-a-month basis. 

It is expected that, when funds become 
available, the database in the Boston Public 
Library will be used to develop an on-line 
circulation control system and also an on-line 
catalog which may be searched via terminals 
throughout the system. 

Since this may be some years in the fu- 
ture, the microfilm catalog continues to be a 


viable and economical alternative. 
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As Director I am grateful to the Trustees 
and the staff for their continued support and 
interest in the progess of the Library's 
services to the citizens of New Bedford and 
the southeastern Region. This support was 
demonstrated in the formal recognition of the 
need for a new central library building and in 
the Trustees’ instruction to me to prepare a 
Building Program for the project. This was 
accepted as a working document by the Trustees 
at their May 1984 meeting. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Laurence H. Solomon 
Director 
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